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For Immediate Release
Bridgetown’s History important to Chamber of Commerce

The Barbados Chamber of Commerce & Industry is committed to embracing the rich history of Bridgetown as it presses ahead with the massive Bridgetown Revitalisation Initiative.

Like other major cities across the globe, Bridgetown stands on the cusp of making its heritage part of the push in the City becoming a hub for activity in Barbados.

This is according to President of the Chamber, Andy Armstrong, who made the remarks at the conclusion of a Historic Walk through Bridgetown on Sunday, August 29, 2010, which was held as part of the Chamber’s 185th Anniversary celebrations.

Noted Historian, Professor Henry Fraser led the two-hour walk for a specially invited group that included some of the Chamber’s past presidents, executive directors and general members, along with the current President Andy Armstrong, Senior Vice President Lalu Vaswani and head of the Chamber’s 185th Anniversary Committee, Vice President Roger Bryan.

After (commencing) getting underway at around 4 p.m., Professor Fraser started at what is now Jubilee Gardens, the original site of a slaughterhouse. The walk also included St. Mary’s Church yard, where the tomb of former Mayor of Bridgetown Ernest D. Mottley and National Hero Samuel Jackman Prescod were highlighted. Other stops along the way included James Street, the Synagogue, St. Michael’s Cathedral and Broad Street.

Following the walk, Mr. Armstrong thanked Professor Fraser on behalf of the Chamber and everyone who attended. He also spoke about the Chamber’s efforts to ensure that the Bridgetown Revitalisation Initiative becomes a reality.

“We wanted to do something that would really push Barbados forward. There was a challenge from Government to make Bridgetown the shopping mecca of the Caribbean. Coming out of that challenge and the recent nomination to make Bridgetown and its Garrison a world heritage site, we felt that we needed to do something to really stimulate some interest in Bridgetown.” 

“There have been so many plans over the years but none of them have ever seemed to come to fruition; so about two years ago we embarked on this project to try and pull all of those plans together and to try and get some focus and momentum going forward. We’ve been really delighted by what we’ve been able to achieve up to this point. We’re very excited about the plans we have for the future.”

Mr. Armstrong said while tours and walks similar to Sunday's walk were not officially planned as part of the Bridgetown initiative, “after experiencing the tour and how fascinating it was, that’s something we will incorporate into it.”

“One of the things we really want to do is make Bridgetown the kind of City where people don’t just want to leave when work is finished. We want people to be able to stay afterwards, to have a meal, to enjoy some entertainment…”

Mr. Armstrong said he recently returned from holiday in England where they already do a lot in terms of heritage and he believes Barbados can do the same.

-Ends-
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